
Regulations Current as of June 13, 2014 

50 CFR 223.206 (d)(3) Tow-Time Restrictions  
 
(i) Duration of Tows. If tow-time restrictions are utilized pursuant to paragraph (d)(2)(ii), 
(d)(3)(ii), or (d)(3)(iii) of this section, a shrimp trawler must limit tow times. The tow time is 
measured from the time that the trawl door enters the water until it is removed from the water. 
For a trawl that is not attached to a door, the tow time is measured from the time the codend 
enters the water until it is removed from the water. Tow times may not exceed: 

(A) 55 minutes from April 1 through October 31; and 

(B) 75 minutes from November 1 through March 31. 

 
(ii) Alternative—special environmental conditions. The Assistant Administrator may allow 
compliance with tow-time restrictions, as an alternative to the TED requirement of paragraph 
(d)(2)(i) of this section, if the Assistant Administrator determines that the presence of algae, 
seaweed, debris or other special environmental conditions in a particular area makes trawling 
with TED-equipped nets impracticable. 
 
(iii) Substitute—ineffectiveness of TEDs. The Assistant Administrator may require compliance 
with tow-time restrictions, as a substitute for the TED requirement of paragraph (d)(2)(i) of this 
section, if the Assistant Administrator determines that TEDs are ineffective in protecting sea 
turtles. 
 
(iv) Notice; applicability; conditions. The Assistant Administrator will publish notification 
concerning any tow-time restriction imposed under paragraph (d)(3)(ii) or (iii) of this section in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER and will announce it in summary form on channel 16 of the marine VHF 
radio. A notification of tow-time restrictions will include findings in support of these restrictions 
as an alternative to, or as substitute for, the TED requirements. The notification will specify the 
effective dates, the geographic area where tow-time restrictions apply, and any applicable 
conditions or restrictions that the Assistant Administrator determines are necessary or 
appropriate to protect sea turtles and ensure compliance, including, but not limited to, a 
requirement to carry observers, to register vessels in accordance with procedures at paragraph 
(d)(5) of this section, or for all shrimp trawlers in the area to synchronize their tow times so that 
all trawl gear remains out of the water during certain times. A notification withdrawing tow-time 
restrictions will include findings in support of that action. 
 
(v) Procedures. The Assistant Administrator will consult with the appropriate fishery officials 
(state or Federal) where the affected shrimp fishery is located in issuing a notification concerning 
tow-time restrictions. An emergency notification can be effective for a period of up to 30 days 
and may be renewed for additional periods of up to 30 days each if the Assistant Administrator 
finds that the conditions necessitating the imposition of tow-time restrictions continue to exist. 
The Assistant Administrator may invite comments on such an action, and may withdraw or 
modify the action by following procedures similar to those for implementation. The Assistant 
Administrator will implement any permanent tow-time restriction through rulemaking. 
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